People who might picture the Catalogue Division of the Registrar and Catalogue Department as a place where brochures are stacked from floor to ceiling would be surprised to know that this division neither issues nor sells catalogues. Instead, a visitor, if patient enough to locate this office in the basement of the north wing of the Museum, would find a long corridor whose walls are lined with neatly arranged file cabinets. These cabinets house about a million catalogue cards, which contain descriptions and reference information relating to almost all the objects owned by The Metropolitan Museum of Art.
Accessibility of information is augmented by extensive cross-indexing. Index entries include names of artists, titles, types of objects, subjects depicted, iconography, provenance, and ex-collections. The usefulness of the index is manifold. For example, works in different media by a single artist will not all be found under one category in the main catalogue. A look into the index quickly helps to locate cards for every work in the collections done by that artist. Or a scholar might want to study all works of art in the Museum representing one subject, for instance, Perseus, or to locate one type of object, such as apostle spoons. He again would turn to the subject index for a quick answer.
Over a period of years, the Catalogue Division, which originally served merely a record-keeping function, has entered into a much closer cooperation with curatorial departments. It is now staffed with nine research cataloguers, each one specializing in one or two areas of museum work. By great good fortune, the next step, the search for comparable objects, uncovered a cabinet in a Hamburg museum catalogue bearing carvings almost identical to the ones on ours. The two sets of carvings are, in fact, closer to each other than either is to the Heemskerck print.
Uncertainty still remains as to whether this resemblance points to a common iconographical source, or to a common workshop. Resolution of this question is awaiting further investigation and evaluation of the catalogue material.
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